
Granby Nursery Medium Term Plan Overview 2025 – 2026 [website] 
The Early Years curriculum at Granby is a progressive curriculum, focused upon the development of oral language skills through a wide variety of stimulating activities and a broad range of 
texts.  The long term-planning is objective led, clearly outlining the expectations of each stage from Nursery through to the end of Reception, ensuring we have full coverage of the EYFS 
curriculum throughout the year.   The medium-term planning shows how each area of the curriculum is enhanced through a rich and wide range of activities, allowing time to practice and 
embed the skills, knowledge and vocabulary.  All areas of the curriculum, the characteristics of learning and children’s interests are planned in more detail in our short-term planning. 

**Safeguarding opportunities highlighted 
Term/ 
Theme 

Week Topic 
Text & Genre 

Maths  Literacy 
Everyday Words 

Literacy 
Phonics 

CAL 
Vocabulary & Concepts 

Autumn 1 
 

Marvellous 
Me 

 

Week 
1 & 2 

 

Topic – Me & my family 
Text – Spot loves Nursery, Spot Loves his Teacher 

   
Text Type – Narrative 

Colour 
Pattern 
Verbal counting 
Object counting 
 
 
 
 
 

Own Name Aspect 1 - Environmental Sounds 
 
Aspect 2 - Instrumental Sounds 
 
Aspect 3 –  
Body Percussion 
 
Aspect 6 –  
Voice Sounds 
 
 

Describing family: 

• Mum, Dad, bother, sister, 
Grandma, Grandad 

• Old, young, new 

Week 
3 
 

Topic – Feelings – happy/sad 
Text – Elmer 

Text Type – Narrative 

Feelings: 

• Happy, sad, cross 

• Quiet, noisy 

Week 
4 
 

Topic – Friendships 
Text – Pip and Posy – The New Friend. 

Text Type – Narrative 

SSM 
 
Rote Counting – forwards & 
backwards 
Number Songs 
 
Pattern/Measure: 
Observable patterns 

• Continue AB 

• Spot error 

• Fill in missing 

Talking about & naming new 
friends: 

• School, Granby, friends 

• New, same, different 
  

Week 
5 
 

Topic – My Body, Teeth, My health 
Text – Topsy & Tim at the Dentist 

Text Type – Narrative 

Naming body parts: 

• Body parts 

• Size - Tall, short 

Week 
6 
 

Topic – People Who Help Us 
Text – Real Superheroes 

Text Type – Narrative 

Circles, semi circles & ovals 
Match shapes:  
Same size/Different size 
Different orientation 
What is/isn’t a… 
How do you know? 

Occupations: 

• Police Officer 

• Firefighter 

• Nurse, 

• Doctor 

• Teacher etc 

Week 
7 
 

Topic – Our Special Celebrations - birthdays 
Text – Hide and Seek Birthday Treat 

Text Type – Narrative  

Triangle 
Match shapes: Same size 
Diff size 
Diff orientation 
What is/isn’t a… 
How do you know 

Own names (no pic) 
 
I 
 
Mum 
 

Celebrations: 

• Birthdays 

• Party 

• Presents/gifts 
 

Week 
8 
 

Topic – Diwali 
Text –  
Rama & Sita 

Text Type – Inform, explain  

Squares & rectangles 
 
Match shapes: Same size 
Diff size 
Diff orientation 
What is/isn’t a… 
How do you know 
 

Celebrations: 

• Fireworks 

• bang, pop, crackle, whizz 
 

• Loud, quiet, noisy, dark, light 
 

 

 



Autumn 2 
 

Autumn & 
Autumn 

Celebrations 
 

Week 
1 
 

Topic – Autumn  
Text – We’re Going on a Leaf Hunt 

Text Type – Repeating hyme 

0 
Symbol 
Count 
Cardinality 
Subitise 
 

Own names (no pic) 
 
Mum  
I  
Dad  
 
 

Aspect 1 - Environmental Sounds 
 
Aspect 2 - Instrumental Sounds 
 
Aspect 3 –  
Body Percussion 
 
Aspect 6 –  
Voice Sounds 
 
Aspect 4 –  
Rhythm - [MAIN FOCUS] 
 
BEGIN Aspect 5 –  
Alliteration 
 
 
 

Seasonal: 

• Colour – red, brown, orange, 
yellow 

• Autumn 

• Weather 
Change, dark, light 

Week 
2 
 

Topic – Bonfire Day –  
Text – Bonfire Night (E book)  
  
Topic – Remembrance Day 
Text – Hero Dad, Hero Mom (Merlinda Hardin)  

  Text Type - Explain 

1 
Symbol 
Count 
Cardinality 
Subitise 
 

Celebrations: 

• Bonfire 

• Fireworks 

• Bang, pop, crackle, whizz 

• Loud, quiet, noisy, dark, light  
Different occupations – Past & 
present 

• Soldiers 

• Army 

• Navy 

Week 
3 
 

Topic – Dark Nights & Nocturnal Animals 
Text – Owl Babies 

Text Type – Narrative 

 2 
Symbol 
Count 
Cardinality 
Subitise 
 

Nocturnal: 

• Sleep 

• Night, day 
 

Week 
4 
 

Topic – Cold, dark nights & Hibernation  
Text – It was a cold dark night 

 Text Type – Narrative 

0, 1 & 2 revise 
Symbol 
Count 
Cardinality 
Subitise 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
 
see 
 

Hibernation: 

• Hibernate 

• Hedgehogs 

• Winter 

• Cosy/warm 

Week 
5 
 

Topic – British Values 
Text – The King’s Crown 

Text Type - Narrative 

Locations & routes/directions 
 
 

Story telling bag – create story 
about trip to London 

• Travel, buses, trains. 

• City, Capital, London, 
King 

Week 
6 
 

Topic – Christmas 
Text - The Nativity 

 Text Type - Narrative 

Measures 
 
Size 

Nativity: 

• Bethlehem, Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph etc 

• Performance, show 

Week 
7  
 

Topic – Christmas 
Text – Hurry Santa 

Text Type - Recount 

Revise number 
 
3D shapes  
 
 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 
my  
 
 
 
 

Christmas: 

• Celebration 

• Santa 

• Gift, present,  

• Tree 

Week 
8 
 
 

Topic – Christmas 
Text – Father Christmas needs a wee 

Text Type - Narrative 

Pattern 3D shapes –  

• Spot error 

• Fill missing gap 

• Continuing AB pattern 

• Copying AB pattern 

• Make own AB pattern  

Christmas: 

• Celebration 

• Santa 

• Gift, present,  

• Tree 

 



Spring 1 
 

Story Telling 
 

Week 
1  
 

Topic – Winter 
Text – One Snowy Night 

Text Type - Inform 

0, 1 & 2 
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison 
 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 
my  
the 

 
Aspect 4 –  
Rhythm & rhyme 
 
Aspect 5 –  
Alliteration 
 
Begin aspect 7 – oral blending to 
aid alliteration 

Seasons: 

• Winter 

• Cold 

• Snow 

• Penguins 

• Ice 
 

Week 
2 
 

Topic – Rhyme 
Text – Nursery Rhymes 

Text Type - Poetry 

0, 1 & 2 
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison 
 

CAL – speaking/singing various 
nursery rhymes 
 

Week 
3 
 

Topic – Traditional Tales 
Text – 3 Billy Goats Gruff  

Text Type - Narrative 

3 
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison 
 
 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 
my  
the 
 
a 
 
  

CAL – retelling stories using 
traditional story language: 

• once upon a time, happily 
ever after 

• Tale 
 

Week 
4 
 

Topic – Traditional Tales 
Text - Goldilocks  

Text Type - Narrative 

Position & routes  
3 
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison  

CAL – retelling stories 

• Traditional story language - 
once upon a time, happily 
ever after 

Tale 

Week 
5 
 

Topic – Dinosaurs 
Text – Dinosaur Rap 

Text Type - Narrative 

4 
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison  
 

CAL - story telling bags – create 
own story  

• Dinosaurs & names 

• dangerous, bones, fierce, big 
Extinct 

Week 
6 
 

 Tues 
17th 
Feb - 
CNY 
CNY 

Topic – CNY  
Text – Peppa’s Chinese New Year   

Text Type - Narrative 

Position & routes  
 
4 [3 bears & 1 more]  
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison 

• China, Chinese New Year, 
chopsticks, noodles 

• Festival  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spring 2 
 

Food Glorious 
Food 

Week 
1 

Topic – Teddy Bears Picnic 
Text – The Teddy Bears Picnic & rhyme 

  Text Type – Narrative & 
Poem 

Revise: 
Pattern 
 
Positions, routes & locations 
 
 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 
my  
the  
a 
 
is 

 CAL – reciting poems  

• Teddy  

• Picnic 

• Woods, trees 

• Surprise 
 
 

Week 
2 

Topic – Biscuits 
Text - Gingerbread Man 

Text Type – Narrative & Poem 

5 
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison 
 
 

CAL – recite a poem 

• Biscuits 

• Man, woman, boy, girl, 
animals 

• Fast, run 

Week 
3 
 

Topic – Mothering Sunday 
Text – I Love My Mummy 

Text Type – Narrative  

2D shape revisit  
3D 
Variation: 
 
 
Structure: 
Make shapes 

 CAL – answer ‘why’ questions’ 

• Mothering Sunday, love, 
special, celebration 

 

Week 
4 
 

Topic – Bread 
Text - Little Red Hen, Enormous Turnip 

Text Type - Narrative 

5 
Symbol 
Count 
Subitise 
Comparison 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 
my  
the  
a 
is  
it 
 
go 

CAL – retelling stories 

• Bread 

• Bake, loaf, flour, mix, dough 

• Change, soft, smooth 
 
 

Week 
5 
 
 

Topic – Eggs/Easter 
Text - Easter Story 

Text Type – Narrative & Poem 

Measures 
 
Capacity, weight – heavy and light 
 
So light, so heavy – Susanne 
Strasser 
 

CAL – retelling stories 

• Chicken, animals  

• Easter, eggs, Jesus, cross 

•  

 

Summer 1 
 

Our Beautiful 
World 

Week 
1 
 

Topic – Beans 
Text – Jack and the Beanstalk  

 
Text Type - Narrative 

Revise measures 
 
Size/Length 
 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 

 • Beans, seedling, soil, sun, 
water, grow 

• Tall, short 
 



Week 
2 
 

Topic – Healthy Foods 
Text - Handa’s Surprise 

 
Text Type - Narrative 

Take away – 1 less  
 

my  
the  
a 
is  
it 
 
go 

 Healthy Eating 

• Favourite 

• Fruit names 

• Healthy 

Week 
3 
 

Topic – Mini beasts 
Text – Creepy Crawly Calypso  

Text Type - Inform 
 

0 & 1 

• Change 

• Cardinality  

• Conservation 

• Representation 

• Composition 

• 1 more  

• 1 less  

• Match numeral to amount 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 
my  
the  
a 
is  
it  
go  
 
to  

Aspect 4 –  
Rhythm & rhyme 
 
Aspect 5 –  
Alliteration 
 
Aspect 7 –  
Oral blending & segmenting 

CAL – retelling stories 

• Mini beasts, insects, habitats, 
scuttle, wiggle 

• Thick, thin, smooth 
 
 
 

Week 
4 
 

Topic – Butterfly Life Cycle 
Text – The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Text Type - Narrative 

2 

• Change 

• Cardinality  

• Conservation 

• Representation 

• Composition 

• 1 more  

• 1 less  

• Match numeral to amount 

Own names  
 
Mum 
I 
Dad 
see 
my  
the  
a 
is  
it  
go  
to  
 
no  

CAL - Story telling bag 
(one day the…went to the…and ….) 

• Mini beasts, insects, habitats, 
scuttle, wiggle 

• Thick, thin, smooth 

• Crawl, fly, cocoon, flutter, 
egg,  

• Change 

Week 
5 

Topic – Under the Sea 
Text – The Rainbow Fish  
A hole in the bottom of the sea 
 

     Text Type - Narrative 

3 

• Change 

• Cardinality  

• Conservation 

• Representation 

• Composition 

• 1 more  

• 1 less  

• Match numeral to amount 

REVISE ALL WORDS CAL – retelling stories 

• Fish, sea, ocean, sea creatures 

• Sharing (Rainbow Fish) 
 

What will he do on his first 
day at sea school 
Bug Club phase 1 guided read 

Week 
6 

Topic – Wild Animals/Pets 
Text – My Pet, Animal Boogie 

Text Type - Narrative 

4 

• Change 

• Cardinality  

• Conservation 

• Representation 

• Composition 

• 1 more  

• 1 less  

• Match numeral to amount 

CAL – retelling stories  

• Pets, long, small, furry, fierce, 
tall, scary, enormous 

• Tall, short, big, small 

 



Summer 2 
 

Our 
Adventures 

Week 
1 

Topic – Transport 
Text - Journey Home from Grandpa’s House 

Text Type – Narrative 

5 

• Change 

• Cardinality  

• Conservation 

• Representation 

• Composition 

• 1 more  

• 1 less  

• Match numeral to amount 

REVISE ALL WORDS Aspect 4 –  
Rhythm & rhyme 
 
Aspect 5 –  
Alliteration 
 
Aspect 7 –  
Oral blending & segmenting 

• Transport, journey, road, 
road, air, water 

 

• Fast, slow 
 

 

Week 
2 
 

Topic –Trip 
Text – A Farmer’s Life for me 

Text Type – Recount 

Revision -  

• Shape - 2D, 3D 

• Shape boxes 
 

• Positions 

• Routes 

• Locations 

CAL – trip recount using past tense 

• Trip, bus 
Farm, farming, farmers 

Week 
3 
 
 

Topic – Father’s Day 
Text – I Love My Daddy 

Text Type - Narrative 
 

Cohort Specific 
Revision -  
 
Number 
Measures 
Shape 
Pattern 
 

CAL – answer ‘why’ questions’ 

• Father, dad, special, 
celebration 

• Love, relationship 
  

Week 
4 
 

Topic – Moving on/transition/adventures after 
summer 
Text – Topsy & Tim start School.   

Text Type - Inform 

CAL – all we have achieved this 
year  

• Class, moving on, goodbye 

• New, before, after, 

Week 
5 & 6 

 
 

Topic – Holidays 
Text – Maisie goes on Holiday 

 
 
Topsy & Tim go on holiday 

 
 
Topsy & Tim go on an Aeroplane 

 
Text Type - Narrative 

• Holidays, travel, summer, hot, 
beach 

• Hot, cold, distance, near, far, 
seasons 

 
 

 

 


